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THIRD SESSION 
Saturday, April 25, 1914, 10 :30 o'clock a.m. 

Professor George G. Wilson, a member of the Executive Council of 
the Society, in the chair. 

The Chairman. There are some items of business which have 
come over from yesterday's session. I think the report of Com- 
mittees Nos. 2 and 7 of the Conference of Teachers of International 
Law are ready to be presented. We will first hear the report of Com- 
mittee No. 2. 

Report of Committee No. 2. 

Prof. George H. Blakeslee. Mr. Chairman, I will first read the- 
basis of the committee's recommendation, which has been drawn up 
by Prof. Hornbeck, and in which all of the members of the committee 
agree. 

The question with which this committee has been directed to deal 
is that of "requiring a knowledge of the elements of international law 
for candidates for advanced degrees." 

After full consideration of this question, the members of this com- 
mittee are agreed in believing that it would be inadvisable to propose- 
to colleges and universities that international law be made a "required 
subject" either for any or for all candidates for advanced degrees. 

One of the recognized principles of graduate work as it is now car- 
ried on in this country is that the courses shall be optional, subject to- 
certain restrictions. A proposal, therefore, that international law be 
made a "required subject" would amount to a recommendation that 
an exception be made to this generally observed and satisfactory rule. 
This rule, as such, is so well established that we do not conceive that 
a proposal to alter it would be favorably received, however important 
. the subject in whose favor an exception is sought. Nor is a breach 
of the principle desirable. 

However, the committee does not consider that with this reply 
the question should be dismissed. We consider it advisable for this 
conference to make recommendations with the object of securing 
greater consideration for the subject of international law, both on 
the part of faculties and candidates for advanced degrees. 

We are of the belief that every candidate for an advanced degree 
in political science, law, history, political economy or sociology ought 
to have, along with his other equipment, the knowledge which having 
taken a course in international law implies. 



309 

Holding this view, and recognizing the fact that, as experience 
shows, practice does not universally conform to this idea, we would 
urge that this conference call attention to the great and increasing 
importance of international law among those subjects with which 
every student in the lines above mentioned ought to be acquainted. 

It is a significant fact that, as will be seen from the Report of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on the Teaching of In- 
ternational Law in the Educational Institutions of the United States, 
there are several institutions in this country which make international 
law a required subject for candidates for the bachelor's degree. 

Without commenting upon the wisdom or policy of such a require- 
ment, this committee does not hesitate to declare its approval of the 
sentiment that a knowledge of international law is an essential part, 
in this day and age, of a liberal education. From that we would pro- 
ceed to the proposition that this subject ought by no means to be 
wanting in the equipment of those who aspire to advanced degrees in 
the fields of study which we have specified. .We would therefore 
submit to this conference the following proposals : 

Be Unresolved, That this conference direct that a letter be sent 
to professors of political science, law, history, political economy 
and sociology throughout the country calling attention to and em- 
phasizing the essential and fundamental importance of a knowl- 
edge of international law on the part of students in those 
branches; declaring it the opinion of this conference that every 
college of liberal arts, every graduate school and every law school, 
should have provision for courses in international law ; and urging 
that all graduate students working in the above mentioned fields 
be advised to include this subject in their courses of study. 

Be it resolved, That there be prepared and sent out with this 
letter reprints of Senator Root's address on the Importance of the 
Study of International Law, which appeared in Vol. I of the 
American Journal of International Law, and of his address de- 
livered at the opening of this conference on the teaching of in- 
ternational law. 

Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the American Society 
of International Law be asked to attend to the drafting, printing 
and distribution of the above specified letter and reprints and that 
he be authorized, if he sees fit, to send out additional literature 
therewith. 

The Chairman. You have heard the resolutions proposed by 
Committee No. 2. What is your pleasure? 

Prof. Hoynes. I move that they be accepted. 
The motion was seconded. 
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The Chairman. The motion has been made and seconded that 
these resolutions be accepted. Is there discussion? 

Prof. Aymar. I want to offer the suggestion that it might be well 
to take up with the American Law School Association the proposition 
of incorporating in one of the required courses substantially a course 
of international law in the three year law course recommended by 
that association. 

The Chairman. If I am not mistaken, that exact proposition has 
already been covered. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Chairman. The report of Committee No. 7 will be presented 
by Prof. Manning. 

Prof. W. R. Manning (Reading) : Committee No. 7, charged with 
considering "the advisability of requesting universities which now 
have summer schools to include among the subjects offered courses 
on the elements of international law," begs leave to present the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. That the American Society of International Law should re- 
quest universities having summer schools to offer summer courses 
on international law. This recommendation is made because the 
summer schools are so largely composed of teachers in the high 
schools and other public schools; and because it is believed that 
there is no other way to create among the masses of the people 
a sane public opinion on international affairs so quickly and so 
effectively as to reach the children in the public schools through 
the public school teachers. 

Realizing that no considerable demand now exists for such 
courses, and that universities are not likely to offer them unless, 
and until, a demand is felt, it is resolved : 

2. That the American Society of International Law should 
endeavor to stimulate a demand for summer school courses in 
international law. In order to stimulate such a demand it is sug- 
gested that as many names as possible of prospective summer 
school students be obtained by the following, or other, means: 
(1) by writing for lists of members of all State teachers' associa- 
tions; (2) by copying from catalogues, or elsewhere, lists of all 
students attending the last session of all summer schools; and 
i(3), possibly also, by copying lists of all students attending the 



311 

last regular session of all universities having summer schools. 
To all such addresses should be sent printed circulars, or other 
literature, setting forth briefly, concisely, and strikingly the value 
of a knowledge of international law as a means for preserving 
international peace. A circular letter should be enclosed suggest- 
ing that every one who expects to attend a summer school the 
next summer write to the authorities of the chosen summer school 
saying he would like to take a course in the elements of interna- 
tional law, and asking if such a course will be given. 

It is anticipated that only a small percentage of the persons 
addressed will respond ; but it is believed that if the first letter be 
followed up by a second, and possibly a third, and if the plan be 
pursued persistently for two or three years or longer, it will have 
an appreciable influence and will amply justify the expenditure 
of time and effort. 

The Chairman. What will you do with this report? 

Prof. Hoynes. I move that it be accepted. 
The motion was seconded. 

The Chairman. It is moved and seconded that the report be ac- 
cepted. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Prof. Andrews. Mr. Chairman, if it is in order I should like to 
offer a resolution for reference to the Executive Council, which I 
have prepared after consultation with others. 

The Chairman. Is it in reference to this matter of teaching? 

Prof. Andrews. Yes. 

The Chairman. It will be in order to present it at this time. 

Prof. Andrews. I offer this resolution: 

Resolved, That this conference recommend the establishment 
and encouragement in collegiate institutions of specialized courses 
in preparation for the Consular and Diplomatic Services. 
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I may say that I am connected with such a course, and I think there 
are others here who are so connected; and if we are to encourage 
the study of international law, the encouragement of such specialized 
courses will be in order. 

The Chairman. Do you wish to refer that to the Executive Coun- 
cil, or to this Committee of Revision of all the work? 

Prof. Andrews. I should say to that committee, with power. 

The Chairman. I think that would be the better disposition to 
make of it. Do you make that as your motion? 

Prof. Andrews. Yes. 

The motion was seconded, put and agreed to. 

Prof. Andrews. Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer another reso- 
lution if I may do so. This resolution is not so much my own idea,, 
although I am of course in hearty sympathy with it, but it is a reso- 
lution suggested by more than one professor of economics and es- 
pecially the professor of economics at the institution with which I am 
connected. 

Resolved, That this conference recommend that the study of 
international law be required in specialized courses in preparation! 
for business. 

I move that that be referred to the same committee. 
The motion was seconded, put and agreed to. 

The Chairman. Unless there be something further in regard to> 
the subject of the teaching of international law, the regular order of 
business of the American Society of International Law for this morn- 
ing is before us. 

Mr. Scott. Before proceeding to that I should like to express, on 
behalf of the American Society of International Law, the very great 
pleasure it has given us to welcome to our meetings the teachers of 
international law and related subjects in American institutions of 
learning. The resolutions framed by them and presented to the con- 
ference and adopted by it, will, I am quite sure, if put into effect,. 
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largely increase the interest in international law and its scientific ex- 
position. The conference has set in motion an agency which, without 
intending to dominate in any way the teaching of these subjects, and 
without seeking in any way to enforce its views upon the teachers of 
international law, will neverthetess have great effect upon such teach- 
ers; because these recommendations have not come from the outside, 
but have come from those who are specially qualified in the subject, 
and are, as it were, to be considered a word of advice or suggestion 
to those engaged in actual instruction in American institutions of 
learning. 

In the second place, Mr. Chairman, I should like to extend, on be- 
half of the Society, if I may venture to speak in its behalf, our very 
great pleasure and satisfaction at the recommendation made by the 
conference that the conference shall be continued by the appointment 
of a committee of the American Society of International Law, to be 
composed of teachers of international law, which committee shall con- 
tinuously take into consideration the teaching of international law 
and the means by which its sphere of influence may be extended. By 
so doing they have shown a confidence in the American Society of 
International Law, they have broadened its scope and enlarged its op- 
portunities ; and I believe, sir, that the Society is deeply appreciative 
of this mark of confidence and that, in conjunction with the committee, 
it will take the necessary steps to carry out the various resolutions 
which have been unanimously adopted in order to effect the purposes 
for which the conference met and for which the resolutions were 
presented. 

Prof. Hull. Mr. Chairman, may I be permitted to offer a vote of 
hearty thanks and appreciation to the International Law Division of 
the Carnegie Endowment, under whose wise initiative and generous 
hospitality this conference has been held. I am sure that all teachers 
of international law and diplomacy appreciate the opportunity which 
has been afforded them at this meeting to get together and to discuss 
the best methods of teaching the subjects referred to. Therefore I 
move a vote of hearty thanks and appreciation. 

Prof. Hoynes. I second that motion. 
The motion was unanimously agreed to. 
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The Chairman. If there is no other business relating to the con- 
ference on international law, a motion to adjourn the conference will 
be in order. 

Whereupon, at 11 o'clock a.m., upon motion duly made and sec- 
onded, the Conference of Teachers of International Law and Related 
Subjects adjourned, sine die. 



